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* NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETIN G * 

* * 

* The annual meeting of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club will be * 

* held on Monday , May 10th , 1976 at 0:00 p. m. at the Headquarters * 

*• Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens on Plains Road West, Burlington# 

* * 

* Members are asked to attend and receive the reports of the * 

* officers and directors and to approve the annual reports of the club. * 

* * 

* A slate of officers and directors for the 1976-77 season will be * 

* presentee, and members are reminded that nominations may be made from * 

* the floor. However, only members in good standing who have signified * 

* willingness to act, may have their names presented. * 

* * 

* After the business session we will enjoy slide presentations by * 

* members of the club. Please let Marion Shivas know if you have some- * 

* thing to contribute. Do you have a collection or something of interest* 

* that you could put on display? Let's get together and make this a * 

rt great 'Member's Night'. * 

* * 

* To close the evening on a social note, plan to stay for coffee * 

* and donuts. Don't miss this, the last indoor meeting of the season. * 

* * 

* Marion Shivas, President. * 

* * 


******* rtrtrtAi 


Art * * rt rt rt rt rt rt rt rt rt * rt rt' 


***** 


rt Art rt * rt rt rt rt rt rt A rt vV vV A A A 


*************** 


H. N. C. FIELD EVENTSMAY - AUGUST 1976 

Our Field Events Director, Dr. Robert MacLaren has planned a variety of 
outings for the next four months. You will find these listed on pages 157, 
158 and 15.'. Come on out and participate in these. activities. Visitors are 
always welcome so bring a friend. Let's explore the out-of-doors together. 


K.N.C. HIK E S MY - AUGUST. 1976, LISTED ON PAGES 157-159 **** 

__ _ _ _. have a good su mmer ___ 


************ 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB EXECUTIVE 1975-1976 


Past President - 
President 
1st Vice Pres . - 
2nd Vice Pres . 

& Programme Dir . 

Treasurer 

Secretary 


Dr. Chauncey Wood, 231 Rosemary Lane, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 2I<6 
Mrs. Marion Shivas, 1C Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ont. L9I1 4E1 
Mr. James Dowall, 29 Emerson St., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 2X2 


Dr. Lawrence Gould, 11 South St,, Hamilton, Ont. LOP 2W1 
Mrs. Jo Harschnitz, 84 Leslie Ave., Hamilton, Ont, L9C 1M3 


D irec tors 
Membership 
Publicity 
Sanctuary 
Field Events 
Conservatio n 
Wood Du ck Editor 
Social 


Miss Evelyn Morris, 401 •• 107 St. Joseph's Dr., Hamilton .LON 2G1 
Dr. Dave Copeland, 2C Sandalwood Ave., Hamilton, Ont. LOT 2E3 
Mrs. Marion Shivas, 1C Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ont. L9I-1 4E1 
Dr. Robert MacLaren, 29 Elmhurst Dr., Hamilton, Ont. LOT 1C5 
Mr. Paul Eagles, 502 Elgin St. N., Cambridge, Ont. N1R 6A1 
Miss Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave. S., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1V3 
Mrs, Joan Peters, 511 - 1854 Main St. W., Hamilton, Ont. LOS 1H1 


Director at La rgeDr. Jack Hanna, Box 100, Mount Hope, Ont. L8R 1W0 


^**^'***********Vf**W<'A****iV******>V*1^***Vf^V^f***vV******A**'.VvV-.V-.VvVvVvVA-A'*vVA')V-AvV*»VAA**5V* 
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MEMBERSHIPS in the Hamilton Naturalists' Club fall into the following categorie: 
Life $100.:., Contributing $10.00, Active $5.00, Joint (husband and wife) $6.00 
Student Mera. er (over 18) $2.00, Junior (under 18) $1.00, Corresponding (residin. 
over 20 miles from Hamilton) $2.50. Indoor meetings are held monthly September 
to May inclusive and the Wood Duc k, the Club bulletin, is mailed free to member! 
nine times a year. Outdoor activities are planned throughout the year. 
Membership Secretary: Miss Evelyn Morris, P.O.Box 1582, Station E, Hamilton, 

Ontario L8S 4L3 


First meeting of the 1976-77 Season will be held September 13, at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building, Plains Road West, Burlington. 

The 1976-77 Programme of Events will be mailed to you in August with your 
membershin renewal form. Renew early in order to avoid missing the Wood Duck. 
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BEQUESTS TO HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 

Since August 1974, our Club has been the recipient of several legacies 
from Estates of the following former Members; 

*Clarence H. Hand, Thamesville (Sanctuary Fund) 

*Eric VI. Bastin, Hamilton (Sanctuary Fund) 

Mrs. Janet McMillan, Hamilton (widow of the late Dr. G.O. McMillan) 
Thomas Merriott, Dundas 
Cornelia Van Rijn, Toronto 

*Douglas Smith, Hamilton (Sanctuary Fund) 

*as directed in their bequests. Other bequests placed in Reserve Fund, 

We are deeply grateful for the thought which prompted these late 
Members to include the Club in their Wills. They contributed their talents 
when they were with us and their interest in our accomplishments and admiration 
of our efforts will only be justified by our continuing to govern our Society 
to best serve the cause of Conservation of our natural heritage, while striving 
to educate and enhance the enjoyment in Nature, of our Members, 

"Words are but empty thanks"-may our future activities vindicate 

THEIR faith in usj 


Marion 3. Shivas, President. 

May, 1976 

******* 

************* 


I have faith in man's future, faith in the 
possibilities latent in the human experiment; 
but it is faith in man as a part of nature, 
working with the forces that govern the forest 
and the seas; faith in man sharing life, not 
destroying it, 

-Marston Bates 


*************** 

WELCOME TO THE SE NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. & Mrs. Hon Coupland, 155 Lower Horning Rd., Hamilton, Ont. LfG 3G8 

Mr. & Mrs. John Gibson, 3 - 111 Herkimer St., Hamilton, Ont. LCP 2G8 

Mr. & Mrs. John Heaslip, 3 Grandview Court, Dundas, Ont. L9H 5CG 
Mr. & Mrs Ronald Hepworth, 259 Euston Re., Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V0 

Mr. & Mrs George Ledingham, 48 West Crest, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 2P1 


A hearty welcome to these and to all new members who have joined the 
H. N. C. during this 1975-76 season.Wei have just made a count and there are 
85 of you. Whether this is an all-time record for the Club,we do not knoxtf 
but the executive and directors are greatly encouraged by your indication of 
interest. Many of you we have met already at the indoor meetings and on the 
field trips. Do make yourselves known as you participate in Club activities. 
We hope that you wi11 find new friends as we share new experiences in the out- 
of-doors . 
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TH.- 
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by Alan 'Wornington 

At 12 01 a. iu on lay 17 th, 19 75, Robert Curry, Tor. Ilinca of 
Ottawa, an cl myself re core 3 cl (by call), a Black bellied Plover flying 
over vest Hamilton. Little Lie we know that 21 hours ant over 300 
rales later v/e would see our 172ncs bird of the Cay, a Great Egret, far 
out in Long Point marsh, to establish a new all-tire record of the 
most species seen in one clay by one party in Ontario. 


The Big bay as it is now called, is becoring a very popular 
event among birders tnroughout north America. On lay 17th, 1893, two 
pioneer birtars oy the name of *7,L. Dawson and Lynds Jones were the 


first to pass the century mark, recording 102 species in Lorain County 
northern" Ohio. From. then until noxv records have climbed steadily to a 
point wnere over 200 species have been recorded in a day in both Cali¬ 
fornia and Texas. Tna present all tire record, 229 sp icies, was ssta- 

on April 
irly pooc! 


blianeci by four individuals covering 551 piles of south Texas 
28, 1973.. It is hard to believe that what is considered a fa 
year’s list to local birders can be seen, in Texas , in a single day, 


both myself and Bob Curry have previously attempted Biq Lays 
around both tne Hamilton area and Point Palee but we decided last year 
that a run down to Long Point after combing the Kamil toil area might 
prove the most productive. Our general plan was to otart at sunrise 
in tiie Beverly Swarp area and then v/erk our v;ay to Hal ton County Forest 
-'.own to Bronte and the Lake Ontario snoraline to the Toll Cate Pond 
area, and finally take the drive to St. Willisr s Forestry station. 
Before sunset we would walk as far out on Long Point beach as wo could. 
The date, bay 17th, was a bit early, but since it had been war..' and 
clear the previous few days we knew most of the birds would; have 
arrived in their nesting areas. 


It is best to pick a day somewhere between l ay 15tli and 25th if 
you want to see an extensive list of species. Either bay 19th or 20th 
is tne pr.ire date as this is when the last wintering ducks arid early 
spring migrants such as ichthawk Wood Pev/ae, bourning Warbler, and 
Cuckoos etc. are just starting to arrive. 


On our Big bay we wasted several hours (wo should, have stayed 
in oedi) in unsuccessful attempts at finding iockingbirds at Stonev 
Creek, and Louisiana .Tatarthrush at lobster* s Falls all prior tc 3 a.m 
However, v/e did record a Screech Owl at Sulphur Springs. At 4 a.m. 
we headed, eff to Beverly Swamp. It is surprising what species of birds 
sing at night. Besides hearing the expected ones such as Bittern, Crsa 
horned Owl , Whip-poor-will, and Woodcock other species we recorded 
before the first light included Snort-billed i arch Tren, Spotted Sand¬ 
piper, Barn Swallow, several different sparrows, a Catbird, and even a 
Borneo. Lark. Pith the rising of the sun our list suddensly 


as every rale individual of every 
Be v/e re ready to leave tne Beverly 
ducks and shorebirds at Valens Con 
and we had already seen 108 


increased 

pecies burst into continuous song. 
Swamp region after adding several 
ervation .Area, It was only 3; 15 a. 
soecies.; 


JIalton County Forest was ccod to us, v/e saw 7 the birds wa wanted':; 
Cerulean Warbler, Yellow throated Vireo Gnat catcher, and Filiated 
Woodpecker, as well as sore added extras. 



The Dig Lay Day (continued) 


Our biggast cisappointrsnt wa? the fronts area’ 
walk in Burloak Hoods produced only one new g cition 
Sparrow. Tna lake at this point was very rouoh and we 
would not be possible to record, the long list of birds 
hare. Amazingly, the only waterfowl we did. sea (five 


over a half hour 
r iiite crov-med 
knew that it 
we had. hoped for 
species) , we neede- 


A quick stop at the Toll Gate Pond- with the car parka; 
fro?i apeac.ing traffic, produces a few new shorebirds and du< 


just inches 


Checking the list wa 
area. It was now 1 p.m. 
On the way two members of 
sleep. 


were up to 149 and all within the Hamilton 
and we wars ready to leave for 3t. 7 i 1 liar s . 
the group ware able to catch a naif hour's 


St. L/illiar.s with its sandy soil and large tracts of oak and plants 
pines is well known to birders because of the fact that certain species 
are attracted to this area to bread. Of the G or 9 species unique to 
the area v;e were able to find five s Broad-winced Hawk ; Herr it Thrush , 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, and both Pine and Prairie Jarblers. 


The long walk down Long Point beach created the x>3t excitement, 
bach year from Jay through the summer months hundreds of gulls,, terns, 
an-... saorebirds gather on the undisturbed sand flats. The rare Piping 
Plover nests here and in the last few years several .Little Gulls and 
Forster’ 3 Terns have also nested. Our walk down the beach produced, 
most of what we needed. On the dunes were an Orchard Oriole and Lincoln 
Sparrow, and farther down the beach four species of terns , three Little 
Gulls, and several Piping Plovers. It was dob who first noticed a 
large white form far in the distance and. after looking through the tele¬ 
scope (which I gladly turned over to him after I had carried, it so far!) 
proclaimed, Great Egret , which was our last addition to our day 2 s 
outing. 


On every Big Day something common is 
even though we hao. five species of herons 
Green Heron. 


always isseo.. This tire, 
we were unable to find a 


It is hoped that this article will create enou.cn interest 
i.ejiibers of tna naturalist : o Club for than to attempt their own 
If 30, we wish them gooo luck ano hope to hear from the: „ 


in other 
Bia bay. 


DEADLINE FOR THE SEPTEMBER WOOD HTIX IS AUGUST 1ST *****0****** 


j T Because of holiday schedules, do just 1st is the deac.lr.ne for all 

i' H materials for the September issue of the H ood Duck . This in clur as your sightin g 
I A for the HOTBWOHTHY BIRD RECORDS ■ ; . . 

j ; n 

g Ii Sincere thanks to all who submitted articles this past year. I have 

r S received many favourable comments on t..e content of the Wood Luck . You have 
! provided the content.. Keep it up. Plan to share your experiences with us 

L T next season. 

H° . _ 

A special vote of thanks to -those who':have worked sacn month to produce 
A the Wood Duck for you. Edith Lawrence has assisted me with the typing. George 
i L North has compiled and typed the stencils for the Noteworthy Bird Records, 

u L Jack ;each-porter has manned the mimeographing machine and Shells Forbes,'with 
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LETTERS FROM. WOOD DUCK READERS 


We had received our Wood Duck and I read Hazel's story of her garden 
feeder and its birds. I came to the kitchen and, looking outside, saw some 
birds in mine. Some were sparrows but one seemed to have a soft red breast. 

When the commotion had subsided two birds remained, facing each other and . . 
eating like mad. Most birds take a seed or two, then come to the front of the 
feeder to look about. But not these two. They would glance now and then but 
kept at work. 

They were the size of sparrows, grey brown feathers, wings with white 
markings and a band of white part way. They never did turn while I watched and 
the next thing I knew they were gone. My husband said they were sparrows. 

Could he have been right? 

The same week I saw a flock of ^eese, about 20, flying west. While I ■■ 
watched they turned and flew south. I wonder why? 

Recently we had two raccoons in and out of one of our chimneys one 
evening just at dusk. One even looked in our windows. Haven't seen them since. 

May Burns, 

Hamilton, March 20, 1976, 

(Editor's note; I often have the same problems with identification. When I 
consult the experts, I'm told it was probably a sparrow. If only those little 
creatures would sit still long enough to be matched with a picture in the Guide 
Book, With my luck, the rarity doesn't quite fit any picture and I am left in 
doubt) 


FROM A VERY MEW MEMBER 


Dear Miss Broker: 

As a new member of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club - since May 15/76 - 
I have only read two issues of the Wood Duck, but was impressed and interested 
in its content. In your 'Notes from the Editor's Desk' in the March issue you 
asked for members to write articles for the 'Wood Duck'. With just joining, 

I cannot write knowledgeably on any of your activities but I, as a concerned 
citizen can convey to others why I feel it is important to have groups such as 
the Naturalists and why I have joined, 

'For wildlife, to-day's city is a constant struggle for 
survival. The world which they had known, before the arrival of 
man, is gone. The peace and natural balance of a quiet forest 
has been replaced \tfith noise and pollution, driving them to areas 
where their very existence is in jeopardy, Man forces them to 
the brink of extinction before realizing the harm done, and often, 

. ' it is too late to save a beautiful and unique species. 

There really is no need to continue on this destructive 
path. Groups such as the Hamilton Naturalists' Club study and 
realize the problem and seek to correct it through public edu¬ 
cation. Support of this wonderful cause should be the duty of 
every person in order to insure a brighter future for all life 

on our planet,' 

Louise Froggett, 

Stoney Sreek, March 23, 1976. 
(continued next page... 


) 
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LETTERS FROM WOOD DUCK READ ERS (continusd) 


( Editor's note; Welcome to the H.N.C., Louise. Your interest and concern 
will surely spark us to accomplishing greater things. There is much to be done. 


AN APARTME NT DWELLER FEEDS THE BIRDS 

Spurred on by Hazel's yard list, I thought I might add mine. Although I 
have not spent as much time at the window this winter, I have tried to keep a 
supply of seeds and suet on hand. 

The Chickadees, Juncos, Starlings and House Sparroxtfs have been regular 
visitors over the past three winters. So also the White-breasted and Red¬ 
breasted Nuthatches, the Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers, and three or four times 
I spotted the little Brown Creeper, 

To attract the latter five species I have to make sure I have suet out, 
which I hide in holes and cracks in trees, and also a suet bag (made out of an 
onion bag). 

A pair of Cardinals nest quite close to the apartment each year, and las’ 
year I watched the mother shepherd one young along the edge of the parking lot 
to the ravine. 

The Tree Sparrow and Song Sparrow have also been visitors, and a half- 
dozen Goldfinches. 

Instead of having one large feeder , I have tin cans of various sizes 
suspended by wires. This way the Chickadees and Goldfinches can feed at the 
same time. It is interesting to note that while the Chickadee darts in and out 
quickly, the Goldfinches sit inside and take their time, swaying in the breeze. 
A few Crows and Blue Jays drop in when they have exhausted their other sources 
of food. 


It is a continual battle trying to keep the squirrels happy, or else 
they will raid the bird feeders, and have been known to run off with the suet 
bag. 

Joan Peters, 

Hamilton, March 1976 

(Jjl j- 1 - t:or . G . : Joan is known as the .'Bird Lady' around her apartment'complex. 
Her efforts in attracting the birds is bringing pleasure to many.) 


******** 


************* 


OTHER ORGANIZATIONS PL ANNING ACTIVITIES 


FOR NATUR ALISTS * 


V ;V ft:'. ;V A ;'.'**** **** *** * 


Royal Botanical Gardens Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club, 

Box 399 , Hamilton, Ont, L8N 3H8 Box 183, Hamilton, Ont, 

Telephone: 527-1158 


Hamilton Region Conservation Authority, Contact these organisations 

383 Mineral Springs Road, for details. 

Ancaster, Ont. 

Telephone: 545-4427 
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KILLARNEY PROVINCIAL PARK 

( The reply from the Minister of Natural Resources to the letter written by 
Violet and Gary Hanna which was published in the February 1976 issue of the 
Wood Duck.) 


Queen's Park, Toronto, Ontario, 
January 12, 1976. 

Dear Mr. Gary Hanna: 

I am writing you in response to your letter concerning a July canoe trip 
in Killarney Provincial Park. As you may know, the reclassification for the 
park was announced by the Premier in 1971. Since that time my staff have been 
working towards achieving wilderness standards. For example, the land acquisi¬ 
tion program is approximately 60% completed, and hunting, trapping and logging 
prohibited. Motor boating is prohibited in all but three lakes. 

User regulations and experience standards are two facets of wilderness 
parks that are presently being considered for the near future. This would 
include such policies as a ban on bottles and cans and a dispersed quota on the 
number of people in a specific travel zone at one time, and party size. 

As you might have noticed this year, an interior user map was distributed 
so that trippers would know the location of campsites in the park and vicinity. 
The location of the designated sites are according to the resources' ability to 
sustain use and spacially distribited for varying degrees of wilderness recrea¬ 
tion. This coming season an interior permit will be sold. The permit provides 
a basictool for knowing in advance park saturation. Also, the park visitor 
service program will be expanding its efforts to educate the interior users on 
camping etiquette. 


Thank you for conveying your concern with Killarney, and I hope that you 
will enjoy recreation at Killarney in the years to come. 

Yours very truly, 

Leo Bernier, Minister. 


******* 


PREFERENCES by Larry Bird 

There are people who dream of a mansion so grand 
In the exclusive district of town. 

A castle of marble, wrought iron and glass 
Where the elite may drop by and sit down. 

The chairs are of leather, imported from Spain; 

France sends the lace and the wine. 

The works of the masters adorn stately walls; 

Light gleams on the silver so fine. 

Their palace is set on a manicured height 
Above the common houses aroun . 

Here its pillared verandah and wide balcony 
Survey its domain, with a frown. 


(continued next page 


) 
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MOVI NG TH i: 
any issues 
mail to yoi 


ine umbrella elms shelter gardens and lanes 
And the courts where the rich take their ease, 
iney ate yours if you want them, to enjoy if you 
take them all, for X want none of these. 

My mansion's a lowly cabin 
Of spruce logs, weathered and grey; 

Lost midst the rocks and the forests 
Or the northland, eras away. 

Another thread in the mantle of nature 
Larch clothes the land with soft hues 
Neither lavish nor fancy; just a simple abode 
Among the nests of plover and curlew. 

It has no expensive trimmings; 

The few comforts are plain , like its looks, 

A hearth, chair and table are all I require. 

And o'er the bunk there are shelves full of^ooks 

I can stand in the open doorway 

.i'ith the sunshine staining the floor: 

I-Iow peaceful to gaze o'er the marshes. 

And my canoe, drawn up on the shore I 

I hear breezes rustling the poplars 
On their way to dimple the lake; 

They tremble the lances of the cattails 
And slough through the leaves of the brake. 

The ceaseless chatter of redwings 
And the tremolos of the loons 
Fill the summer evenings with music 
Unequalled by classical tunes. 

The silver of clear,, icy waters 
And the cinquefoil's gleaming gold 
In the shade of the emerald spruces 
Are the priceless jewels I hold 
The dew sprinkled web of a spider 
Is lacework that man cannot match; 

And the scarlet flames of a sunset - 
No master's brush can catch. 

Go, I don't want a glittering mansion 
With the tension and stresses it holds; 

I'll manage without all the glamour 
And the jealousies of old. 

My happiness lies in that far northern land; 

In its waterways, barrens and trees. 

Here - I'm one with the wile, free creatures 
In their world of tranquility. 



GUMMER? - Do let.ius know your new address so that 
of the Wood Duck. The Post Office does not forwarc 


can; 


you will not miss 
i second class 
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EUROPE' S BIRDS LOSIN G SURVIVAL MCE 

221 Species Endangered by Josh Moskau 


Mr. Moskau Is a Canadian Freelance journalist living in Bonn. 

There are bigger, stronger, more colorfully resplendent birds than the Southern 
Eurasian Golden Plover, But few others can quite match the little bird’s gracefully 
playful aerobatics. And few catch the beautifully wistful mood of its song. 

One day soon that song may only be preserved on magnetic tapes at university 
ornithology departments. The Southern Eurasian Golden Plover stands every chance of 
fading into extinction. 

Repor t on Plight 

The European Commission at Brussels, normally concerned with such mundane and 
supposedly important issues as fat content in Dutch Gouda cheese, or the harmonizing 
of windshield wiper construction standards, has before it a report drawing attention ' 
to the plight of man's feathered friends in general and the Southern Eurasian Golden 
Plover in particular. 

The man responsible for putting birds on Europe's crowded political agenda is 
commission member Guido Brunner, who says that unless the nine European Economic . 
Community countries do something voluntarily within the next two years, the comniissior 
will be forced to take action. 

The study which has prompted Mr. Brunner's distress call is a grim document 
compiled by Frankfurt zoologist and animal protectionist Bernhard Grzimek, a tireless 
advocate of a fair shake for everything from spiders to hippos. His new report to 
the Brussels commission is enough to send cold shudders down any ornithologist's back. 

Mr. Grzimek says that of 408 species of birds, which have their natural habitat 
in the nine countries of the EEC, only 125 species are increasing in number, while 
221 species are losing the race of survival, In fact, Mr. Grzimek says, 58 species 
are threatened with early extinction. Among them, unhappily, the Peregrine Falcon 
and the Southern Eurasian Golden Plover. 

At a time of high unemployment, global recession and escalating fuel prices, 
that's not going to send European governments into frontline trenches. They reason 
that a few birds more or less don't make much of a difference. Who, after all, misse; 
the Raphus cucullatus or Didus .ineptus, otherwise known as the Dodo, which left few 
marks other than in Lewis Carroll's Alice in Wonderland? 

Such reasoning, so ornithologists are convinced, is as foolhardy as it is short¬ 
sighted . 

"At the moment," Joachim Wildenhain at the West German Agriculture Ministry says, 
"we may not care. But eventually, a lack of eagles, for example, leads to a fox 
over population and that in turn upsets nature's finely attuned system of checks 
and balances. We should try and protect the entire system because, if we don't, we 
just don't know what happens. No bird is important in itself, but as an essential 
link in some chain of nourishment." 

Wherever a bird vanishes a food cycle is broken with as yet unpredictable ulti¬ 
mate results. 

What happens, Mr. Grzimek and his fellow scientists are asking, if we get ever 
fewer birds of a certain species to eat away ever fewer insects: To use greater 
amounts of insecticides isn't the answer, because insects develop the ability to re¬ 
sist. What is more, insecticides can be harmful to human life, as DDT has taught us. 
Threats to Birds 

There are at least six distinct threats to a bird's life. A German Red List says 
drainage programs are a prime danger. Falconry and the animal trade is another. So 
is destruction of natural habitat, through, for example, urban expansion. Next comes 



Europe's Birds Losing Survival Race (continued) 

indirect.interference by man in the form of tourism, road, rail and air traffic, 
sometimes even in the form of an angler's presence. Then there are pesticides. But 
certainly not least, there is direct pursuit by man, whether in the form of hunting, 
trapping or the destruction of breeding places. 

Italy Destructive 

It has been estimated that an army of 1.8 million Italian hunters, 400,000 
uccellatori (bird-catchers) and 200,000 bracconieri (poachers) kill more than 200 
million migratory birds annually. 


i-n F Thnw^Tfati Q ^ e ? r % rileinbers of the Eur °P e ^ parliament heard a report which des- 
oUbod bow italian fowlers go about their business. 

keenini e thpm d ?n said > are made to serve as decoys. "This is done by 

the huStinr^Lon^ t ? tal darkness for months to simulate winter conditions. When 
outdoors where &t the end of Au S ust 3 the birds are allowed into the bright 

That same reenif ic/ ^ nk that spring has come and where they then begin singing, 
feathers ' S ac ileved b y molting birds prematurely, by simply ripping out theii 


darkness and^hen however * is fco bllnd them. First they are kept in total 

dilation of the saddenI y 'exposed to bright sunshine. This results in an instant 

which blinds the biid?'' POlnt a red h0t needle 13 lnserted ln the eyeball, 

birdhTlea- aSltlhr 0,13 bdlnd crl rP le doesn't fly off, Italian fowlers break the 
Dira s lego and wings for good measure. 

no ava?r tR WeS t r mptS ^ Ikaly ' s Euro P ean partners to curb this practice have been to 
Seonle inch Minister Josef Eril, stung by public criticism fra 

Itallar connhlvD of Bernhard Qrzimek, has tackled the subject in talks with the 

ment Svs S nllent ITi ”r cora ' A cl vil servant in Bonn's agriculture depart- 
e 1 ays j0 per cent of his t:UT1 e is taken up with the Italian problem. 

clea^at^ bi f d “ catc hing may be, other European countries don't have a 

extinction /® St several species of birds of prey, though near 

extinction, are still not protected by the law. Ornithologists cite the case of the 

nne W o? 5° ^n^h eSri f Pa u 1C ?- n?S neSts t0 ° k three young g birds! got cIu^S! Jaid a 
1 f 23 °°° Deutschmarks and tnen sold the three birds for 30,000 marks ($12,000). 

Veffetatlnn P S^^in n, M f ayS ° rnlthologlst Wolf gang Erz of the Federal Institue of 

doSn^t u Ur ® C ° nservation and Landscape Management in Bonn, "just 

doesn t rate as highly here as it does In North America." 

factors h ® th J nks ; not least > in education and upbringing, "one of the 

S^c^mnlain^ 0Ur e * cduslvel y metaphysical-scientific orientation," Mr. 

buying vpI- annth^ one will bitch if one of our larger cities spends $1 million 

onll 10 000^arkrnn S h ai a SanC f Ma( ? onna for the municipal museum. But let us spend ■ 
ly 10,000 marks on bird-protection and you'll hear an incredible outcry." 

Strictly Voluntary 

Falcon Ar> b L®^ raSt5 blrd ~2 are is strictly a volunteer affair. Peregrine 

barman iurWU sample,.protect the few nests still occupied around the clock and 
German judges are now beginning to mete out tough sentences, even if it's only a 
photographer straying where he shouldn't be. y 

, . ri Tk ? Ush bke Germa p Government has repeatedly declared its support for bird-protec- 
uion.aims, it pays students a paltry $2.50 per day for keeping a watchful eye on rare 

Money or.no money, one man for whom bird protection has become a matter of passion¬ 
ate concern is Jan leerling, a baker, somewhere in southern Lower Saxony. He is a 
self-appointed one-man.vigilante committee in pursuit of whoever molests the five 
pair ox Southern Eurasian Golden Plovers that nest near his village. 

Mr, Teerling gets up at 2 a.m., bakes bread until 8, then heads for the outdoors 

(continued next page, 




Europe's Bi rds Losing Survival Race( continued) 

to supervise two approach paths near the nesting grounds without much interruption 
until dusk. 

Attracted Atte ntion 

When the World Wildlife Fund inadvertantly drew attention to Mr. Teerling's 
lonely watch in an article, a full army of plover lovers descended on the marshy 
area. Since then, ornithologists keep a conspiratorial silence on just exactly where 
Mr. Teerling and his threatened charges live. 

The Southern Eurasian Golden Plover is down to between 25 and 50 pair in the 
entire world. It is estimated that as many as ^0 pair nest in West Germany alone, 
but with collectors paying as much as $400 per egg of this very rare bird there is 
a continuing danger. 

Mr. Teerling*s species is particularly threatened because ever more wetland is 
drained for industrial and residential expansion. 

To do something for wetland birds, 18 countries held a conference on the conser¬ 
vation of wetlands and waterfowl at Rarnsar, Iran, in 1971. Out of it came the so- 
called Rarnsar Convention, which has so far only been signed by 11 governments and 
ratified by six, less than it takes to bring it into force. 

Though West Germany is a signatory of the convention, the Bonn Government has 
been unable to prevent a regional authority from declaring a bird sanctuary near 
Munster open for early industrial settlement after drainage. 

The area, say ornithologists, is the single most important breeding and resting 
ground for several species between northern and southern Europe. It's as though 
planes were allowed to take off but prevented from landing simply by taking away 
the airport. 

Mr. Erz thinks some of his activities are mere rearguard skirmishes. ’’It's 
ludicrous, but some years back we could have still protected certain species of the 
eagle, or the great bustard, but now we are beginning to worry about the blackbird. 
People like Mr. Grzimek are prophets out there in the wilderness. It’s a question of 
one step forward and two back. We are deeply involved in something akin to a war: 
it's a constant question of holding on as long as possible.' 1 

(from The Globe and Mail, Toronto, Tuesday September 30, 1975) submitted by 

Robert Doering. 
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FERN SLIDES NEEDE D FOR T HE F.O.N. ANNUAL 

The Annual Meeting of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists hosted by 
the South Peel Naturalists' Club is to be held at Erindale College, Mississauga 
Road, Mississauga, on the weekend of June 11 - 13. Don't miss this opportunity 
to attend the F.O.N. Annual when it is close at hand. Information re accommo¬ 
dation, speakers, the Sunday outings etc. will be available at our May meeting. 

This year, the Hamilton Naturalists' Club display will feature "Ferns 
in Ontario'. Hazel Broker and Dave Copeland have offered to set up the display 
They need your help. 


Could you help (1) by providing 

presentation 


Could you help 


iidesof ferns from ficileheads on 1 A 
ill be arranged usin^j tne Club's new 
Carousel projector. Slides coula se ..rought to the 
meeting on May 10th or call Hazel at 527-0333. 

(2) by assisting in the manning of the display on 

Saturday, June 12th? Speak to Hazel or Dave if you 
can help. 
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HA MILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLU B 
**** HIKES MY - AUGUST 1976 **** 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 5, 1976 at 7:00 p.m. 

FLOWERS IN THE H E NDRIE VAL LEY - For this evening wildflower walk meet 
at Cherry Hill Gate, Plains Road West, Burlington , nearly opposite the 
Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens. 

Leader - Marion Shivas Dundas 628-6846 


SUNDAY, MAY 9. 1976 at 9:00 a. to. 

CANOE DOWN THE NITH RIVER - , an easy rive* to canoe. Bring a lunch.-Meet 
at the parking lot, Dundurn Castle, Hamilton, at 9:00 a.m. or in the 
park on the north side of the river in' Ayr at 10;00 p.m. 

Please .Let the leader know if you have spare- room in your canoe. . .. o. 
Leader: Charles Zimmerman Ancaster 548-6250 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 12, 1976 at 7:00 p.m. 

FLOWERS AT ROCK CHAPEL - Meet at the Rock Chapel parking lot, Royal 
Botanical Gardens,for this evening walk. The meeting place can be 
reached by turning west on Highway 5 at Clappison's Corner, continuing 
to Sydenham Road, turn left on to Sydenham Road , and left again at the 
T-junction. 

Leader - Hazel Broker Hamilton 527-0333 


SATURDAY. MAY 15. 1976 at 9:00 a.m. 

B IRDS AND FLOWERS - In Bronte Creek Provincial Park . Meet at the GO Bus 
Station, Bronte, This is found by taking the first exit off the Q.E.W. 
east of Bronte Creek. Bring a lunch. 

Leaders: Barry Jones Bronte 827-0381 

Bert MacLaren Hamilton 389-6555 


SUNDAY, MY 16, 1976 

SPRING BIRD COUNT - The Spring Bird Count in the Hamilton Area. You do 
not need to be an expert to take part: there is no participation fee. Lot 
of volunteers are needed. 

Contact Dr. E. R. Dinniwell, Hamilton 389-3416 , for your territory. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1976 at 7:00 p.m . 

FLOWERS IN KING'S FOREST - Meet at Albion Falls , Mountain Brow Blvd. , 
Hamilton, (on the escarpment south and east of the intersection of 
Mountain Brow Blvd. and Mohawk Rd,.E„) , 

Leader - Bert MacLaren ' Hamilton 353-6555 
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HIKES MAY - AUGUST 19 76 (continued) 

SATURDAY, MAY 23, 1976 at 3;30 a.m. 

F LOWERS IN THE NI AGARA PENJ .NS ULA - An outing to a few spots in the Niagara 
Peninsula. See twinleaf, false mermaid, squawroot and other unusual 
spring flowers. The last place we visit will be a little wet, so bring 
along some waterproof footwear. Bring a lunch. 

Meet at the southeast corner of the Greater Hamilton Shopping Centre 
parking lot. Barton and Kenilworth. 

Leader ■- Bert MacLaren Hamilton 389-6555 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 1976 at 7;00 p.m. 

B IRDS AND FL O WERS - Meet at the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
parking lot on Mineral Springs Road immediately east of Sulpher Springs 
Road,for this evening walk. 

Leader- Jim Dowall Hamilton 523-51Q5 


SUNDAY, RAY 30, 1976 at 8:30 a.m. 

A VISIT TO S P OOKY HO L LOW , our own Sanctuary, at the height of the Spring 
flowering season. Bring a lunch. Meet at the Mountain Plaza, Upper James 
and Fennel, Hamilton, 

Leader - Bert MacLaren Hamilton 389-5555 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2, 1976 at 7:00 p .m. 


FLOW ERS - Meet at the end of Filraan Road just above the escarpment for a 
short walk along the Bruce Trail. Filman Road is the first turning off 
Mohawk R.oad just west of the AC3 interchange. 

Leader - Bert Maclaren Hamilton 389-6555 


SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 1976 at 8:20 a.m . 

CANOE ON B IG CREEK - A canoe trip in the company of the Norfolk Field 
Naturalists down part of the higher reaches of Big Creek. Bring a lunch. 
Meet at the Mountain Plaza, Upper James and Fennel, Hamilton at 8:20 a.m. 
or at Lynedoch, just south of Delhi, at 10;00 a.m. 

Leader ~ Ross Bateman 

Hamilton enquiries to Bert MacLaren, Hamilton 389-6555. 


JUNE 1 1, 12 and 13, 1 976 


The Annual Meeting of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists at 
Erindale College, Mississauga Road, Mississauga. Information will be 
available at the May meeting. 


(continued next page 


) 
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HI KES MAY - AUGUST 1976 (continued) 

S ATURDAY. JU NE 19, 1976 at 9t00 a.m. 

FERNS AND FLOWERS IN BEVERLY SWAMP - Meet at the parking lot, Dundurn 
Castle, Hamilton. Bring a lunch. Wear waterproof footwear and be 
prepared for mosquitoes. 

Leader ~ Hazel Broker Hamilton 527-0333 


SUNDAY. JULY 11, 1976 at 8;00 a.m. 

C ANOE TRIP TO LU T HER M ARSH - Meet at the parking lot Dundurn Castle, 
Hamilton at 8;00 a.m. or at the junction of highways 6 and 9 in Arthur 
at - - a.m. Please letthe leader know if you have spare room in your 

canoe. 

Leader - Bert MacLaren Hamilton 339-5555 


SATURDAY, JULY 17, 1976 at 1:00 p.m. 

FLOWERS AND BUTTERFLIES - In woods in Glanbrook. Meet at the parking 
lot on the northeast corner of Upper Ottawa and Fennel Ave. E. 

Leader - Bert MacLaren Hamilton 339-6555 


SAT URDAY, AUGUST 14, 1976 at 1;00 p.m. 

F LOWERS IN BR ONTE PR OVINCIAL PARK - Meet at the GO Bus Station at Bronte, 
This is found by taking the first exit off the Q.E.W. just east of Bronte 
Creak. 

Leader - Bert MacLaren Hamilton 339-6555 


SA TURDAY, AUGUST 21, 1976 at 1;00 p.m. 

FLOWERS AL ONG TH E WI LDE RNESS TRAILS ON MARTIN'S LANE, ANCASTER Meet 
at Ancaster High School on Jerseyville Road. 

Leader - Bert MacLaren Hamilton 393-6555 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 29, 1976 at 8:00 a.m, 

BIRDS - H AM ILTON AR EA - On this trip last year we had excellent views 
of a number of shore birds, including Duff-breasted Sandpiper, Baird's 
Sandpiper, Wilson's Phalarope etc. 

Meet at the parking lot, Dundurn Castle, Hamilton, Bring a lunch. 

Leader - Jim Dowall Hamilton 529-9109 

HAMILT ON NATURAL ISTS' CLUB,, BOX 51 32 Station E, HAMILTON, ON TARIO LB S A], 3 
First indoor meeting of the 1976-77 season will be held in the Headquarters 
Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Plains Road West, Burlington at 8t00 p« 
on September 13th, Visitors are welcome to participate in all activities. 
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i'lO'fp.vJoriTHY n.TRD REWORDS 

Number of species recorded to April 21, 1976 - 170 


* - indicates first record for 

the 

year L - indicates last record 

F - indicates first record for 

the 

migration NY - indicates nest with young 

Common Loon 

Apr. 

3F 

1 

La Sa lie Park 

Huber Moore 

Red-throated Loon 

Apr. 

11F 

1 

Lake at Fruitland 

Westmore, North 

Red-necked Grebe 

Apr. 

2* 

2 

Lake at Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Apr. 

11 

35 

Lake at Shoreacres 

McLaughlin, Walker, Epp 

Horned Grebe 

Mar. 

21 

200 

Burlington to Oakville 

McLaughlin, Epp 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Feb. 

27F 

1 

La Salle Park 

Robert Finlayson 

D.-c. Cormorant 

Apr. 

19F 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Alan Wormington 

Great Blue H eron 

Mar. 

24 F 

2 

oronte 

Mark Jennings 

Green H eron 

Apr. 

16 * 

1 

nurloak Woods, uronte 

Wormington, Wylie 

Litole olue ceron 

'' Oi* , 

17“ 

1 

York Road Pend 

Alfred Epp 

Great Egret 

Mar. 

30* 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Huber Moore 


Apr. 

17 

2 

Woodland Cemetery 

Bill Crins 


Apr. 

19 

3 

Rattray's Marsh 

nill Crins 

Snowy Egret 

Apr. 

16 * 

1 

York Road Pond 

Wormington, Wylie 

Louisiana Heron 

Apr. 

17* 

1 

end willow Desjardins 

Cand&hn Heaslip 

jol.-cr.Night H eronApr. 

4* 

1 

Dundas Hydro Station 

Ridout, Wylie, Smith 

American o ittem 

Apr. 

18 * 

1 

Cone. 5 3 0 everly 

George & Laurel North 

Mute Swan. 

Feb. 

28 

5 

Lake at Canal 

Eagles, Wormington 

Whistling Swan 

Feb. 

26 

20 

Dundas Marsh 

Robert Finlayson 


Feb. 

29 

28 

over Rocktcn 

Finlayson, Wormington 


Mar. 

21 70; 

113 

Bronte; Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin; Jennings 


Mar. 

23 

5 

Christie Dam 

Anne & Tom Reid 


Mar. 

24 

303 

rseach, Dundas Marsh; 0 

ronteJennings 


Mar. 

24 

36 

Caledonia 

Ron Ridout 


Mar. 

25 

120 

S ever oingham Rd. 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Canada Goose 

Mar. 

24 

210 

Dundas Marsh; oeach 

Mark Jennings 

Lesser Snow Goose 

Feb. 

26* 

11 

Dundas Marsh . 

Robert Finlayson 

Blue Goose 

Feb. 

26* 

9 

Dundas Marsh 

Robert Finlayson 


Mar. 

26L 

4 

W. over High Level Bridge H uber Moore (North) 

Greater Snow Goose Mar. 

27*L 

1 

Twiss Rd., Kilbride 

Gwyneth McColl, Dowall, 

Gadwall 

Feb. 

26F 

65 

Dundas Marsh 

Wormington, Wylie 

Pintail 

Feb. 

26F 

57 

Dundas Marsh 

Wormington, Wylie 

Green-w. Teal 

Mar. 

2F 

2 

Dundas Hydro Station 

Alan Wormington 

Blue-w. Teal 

Mar. 

20* 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

John Olmsted 

American Wigeon 

Mar. 

21 

430 

Dundas Marsh 

Mark Jennings 

N. Shoveler 

Mar.17*.21 1 

, 24 

tfronte; Dundas Marsh 

Mark Jennings 

Redhead 

Feb. 

18F 

35 

La Salle Park 

Alan Wormington 


Feb. 

28 

220 

Catholic Cemetery 

Eagles, Wormington 

Canvashack 

Feb. 

18F 

65 

La Salle Park 

Alan Wormington 

Harlequin Duck 

Mar. 

30 1 

fem. 

Bronte Piers 

Mark Jennings 

White-w. Scoter 

Feb. 

20 

109 

north shore of Bay 

Alan Wormington 

Ruddy Duck 

Mar. 

26F 

3 

Carroll's Point 

Huber Moore 

Red-br. Merganser 

Mar. 

29F 

38 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Turkey Vulture 

Feb. 

14F 

2 

Mount Albion 

Robert K. Sargeant 


Mar.23;26 1 

, 10 

Quigley Rd.; Grimsby 

Olmsted; Copeland 


Apr. 

6 

37 

Winona 

Jack C. Laughton 

Goshawk 

Mar. 

11F 

1 

Grimsby Peak 

David Copeland 


Apr. 

18 

1 

Beamsville 

Robert H. Westmore 

Green Heron 

Apr. 

7F 

1 

Fiddler's Green, Ancaster Sarah Wood 
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Sharp-shinned 

Hawk 

Cooper's Hawk 
Red-tailed H awk 


Red-shouldered 

Hawk 


Mar. 19F 
Mar. 26 
Apr. 18 
Mar. 26 
Feh. 27F 

Mar. 22 
Mar. 22 
Mar. 25 
Mar. 26 
Mar. 9 
Mar. 22 
Mar. 23 
Mar. 26 

Broad-winged Hawk Apr. 15* 
Rough-legged Hawk Feh. 27F 

Apr. 11 
Apr. 17 
Apr. 17F 
Apr. 17F 
Mar. 20 
Apr. 8# 
Apr. 13 
Mar. 11F 
Apr. 10# 
Apr. 16# 


Golden Eagle 
Bald Eagle 
Marsh Hawk 
Osprey 

American Kestrel 
Chukar 

Sandhill Crane 


(probably Little Brown subspecies) 


1 North Shore nlvd. 

25 Grimsby Peak 
900 Grimsby Peak 
7 Grimsby Peak 
63 Grimsby Peak 
229 Grimsby Peak 
115 Eastgate Mall 
117 Grimsby Peak 
214 Grimsby Peak 
3 Grimsby Peak 
107 Grimsby Peak 
96 Grimsby Peak 
156 Grimsby Peak 

3 Grimsby Peak 
1 Grimsby Peak 

4 Kerhy Road 
1 Winona 

imm. Fifty Rd. near Lake 
imm. Grimsby Peak 
4 Grimsby Peak 
1 Dundas Marsh 
1 Grimsby Peak 

1 Grimshy Peak 

2 Bull's Point 
1 W. over Grimsby Peak 


Virginia Rail 
Sora 

Common Gallinule 
Black-bel. Plover 
Common Snipe 
Upland Plover 


Apr. 17 -* 
Apr. 17 * 
Apr. 16 * 
Apr. 19* 
Mar. 24 
Apr. 16* 
Solitary Sandpiper Apr. 17 # 
Greater Y ellowlegsApr. 16 # 
Lesser Yellowlegs Apr. 11 
Pectoral Sandpiper Apr. 16 # 


Dunlin 
Iceland Gull 

Bonaparte's Gull 
Forster's Tern 
Caspian Tern 
Great Horned Owl 
Snowy Owl 

Long-eared Owl 

Short-eared Owl 

Chimney Swift 


Mar, 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar, 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Apr. 


Belted Kingfisher Mar. 


Y .-sh. Flicker 
Hybrid Flicker 
Red-headed. Wdpkr. 

Y ellow-bellied 

Sapsucker 
Eastern Phoebe 


Mar. 
Apr. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Mar. 
1% r. 


28# 

13 

21 

27 
15# 
16* 

19 
21 
22L 

6 

28 
19F 
28 
17* 

20 
27F 
16 # 
21 

3F 

15 

24# 

27 


1 Dundas H ydro Station 
1 Dundas Hydro Station 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

2 Ofield Rd. & Cone. 4 
1 Bronte 

1 Kirkwall 

1 old Dundas Dump pend 

2 Ofield Rd. at Cone. 4 

1 Millgrove 

2 Ofield Rd. & Cone. 4 
1 Mountsberg Reservoir 
1 south of Cayuga 


Dave & Thelma Powell 
David Copeland 
Dowall, Copeland 
David Copeland 
David Copeland 
David Copeland 
John Olmsted 
Copeland, R. Ridout 
R. Ridout, D. Copeland 
David Copeland 
Copeland, Ridout 
Copeland, Ridout 
Copeland, Ridout 
David Copeland 
David Copeland 
Wormington, Wylie 
Cumming, Hughes 
J. Cumming, R. Hughes 
David Copeland 
Copeland, Olmsted 
Philip Walker 
Bob & Dave Copeland 
David Copeland 
Jim Pringle 

Dave & Susan Copeland, 
Robt. E. Copeland, Ron Davis 


George & Laurel North 
George W. North 
Alfred Epp 
Westmore, W. Smith 
Mark Jennings 
Wormington, Wylie 
Alfred Epp 
Wormington, Wylie 
McLaughlin, Epp, Walker 
Wormington, Wylie 
Bill Crins 
Alan Wormington 
Mark Jennings 


1 Dundas Marsh _ 

60 S. over Red Hill Creek Kevin McLaughlin 

2 Dundas Marsh Alfred Epp 

9 East end of oay Wormington, Wylie 

NY Stoney Creek, mountain David Copeland 
1 Shell Pier, n ronte McLaughlin, Epp, Smith 
1 NE over Cumberland Av.Burl. H. Moore 
7 Grey Doo Trail, R.jd.G. Robert Finlayson 
4 Guelph L. & No. IS. Rd. Ron Ridout 
1 Cumberland Av., Burl. Huber Moore 


1 Woodland Cemetery 
3 Grimsby Peak 
1 Red Hill Creek 
18 Grimsby 

1 male North Shore Blvd. 
1 Nelles Comers 
1 Catholic Cemetery 


'Walker 


40; 45 Westdale, Bull's L 
1 Dundas Marsh 
1 Ro serna rv T, 


Smith, Ridout, 

David Copeland 
Kevin McLaughlin 
David Copeland 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
John Olmsted 
H uber Moore 
etc.Walker; Wormington 
Alfred Epp 
kneaster Sarah Wood 
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Tree Swallow 

Mar. 

21# 

dank Swallow 

Apr. 

11# 

Rough-wing. SwallowApr. 

15* 

Bam Swallow 

Apr. 

5# 

Purple Martin 

Apr. 

15# 

Tufted Titmouse 

Mar. 

21 


Mar. 

26 

Brown Creeper 

Mar. 

21F 

House Wren 

Apr. 

19* 

Winter Wren 

Mar. 

27F 

Carolina Wren 

Apr, 

20 


Mar. 

26 

N. Mockingbird 

Apr. 

8 

drown Thrasher 

Apr. 

16F 

Hermit Thrush 

Apr. 

15F 

Eastern bluebird 

Mar.21; 27 

Blue-gray 

Apr. 

10# 

Gnatcatcher 

Apr. 

19 

G.-cr. Kinglet 

MAr. 

21F 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet 

Apr. 

14 F 

Water Pipit 

Mar. 

20# 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Mar.22, 24L 

Northern Shrike 

Mar. 

28L 

Loggerhead Shrike Apr. 

4 * 


Apr. 

11 

Solitary Vireo 

Apr. 

17* 

Red-eyed Vireo 

Apr. 

20# 


Bl.-&-Wh. Warbler Apr. 21# 
Worm-eat. Warbler Apr. 15# 
Tennessee Warbler Apr. 20# 
Orange-cr. Warbler Apr. 21# 


Myrtle Warbler 

Apr. 

8F 

Bl.-Th.Green Warb.Apr. 

L5* 

Pine Warbler 

Apr. 

15# 

Northern Waterthrush Mar. 28# 

La. Waterthrush 

Apr. 

1# 

E. Meadowlark 

Feb. 

27F 

W. Meadowlark 

Mar. 

28 

B rown-h. Cowbird 

Feb. 

25F 

Evening Grosbeak 

Apr. 

4, 11 

Purple Finch 

Mar. 

16 

Common Redpoll 

Apr. 

7L 

Pine Siskin 

Apr. 

7 

Rufous-s. Towhee 

MAr. 

24F 

Savannah Sparrow 

Apr. 

3* 

Vesper Sparrow 

Apr. 

3# 

Chipping Sparrow 

Apr. 

16# 

Field Sparrow 

Mar. 

30# 

White-throated Sp 

. Apr. 

IF 

Fox Sparrow 

Mar. 

16F 

Swamp Sparrow 

Apr. 

18F 

Snow o unting 

Mar. 

20L 


6 . 


1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
5 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

20 
6, 3 
5 


Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Hydro Station 
Grimsby Peak 
Dundas Hydro Station 
H amilton x> each 
H olyrood,, Oakville 
Rosemary L., Ancaster 
Shoreacres 


Marie Jennings 
Smith, Wormington, Wylie 
David Copeland 
Wormington, Wylie, Smith 
Isabel Fletcher 
Wiley, Epp 
Sarah Wood 
Mark Jennings 
We s tmo r e, Wc rmingt on 


Westdale Park 

Optimists Pa.rk, oronte Mark Jennings 
Westdale Park R. Finlayson 

Rosemary L., Ancaster Sarah Wood 
RBG Children's Garden Lynn Dennis 
Tew's Falls; ShoreacresNorths; o. Wylie 
null's L., Westdale Park Stamp;-Wormington 


Vinemcunt; Red Hill 
oeach Canal 
Spencer Ck. at Marsh 
Shoreacres 
Shell Park, Bronte 
Appleby Line 
McMaster University 
Westdale Park 


E of Walker's L. 


Sargeant; McLaughlin 
fide George Meyers 
dill Crins 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Chauncey Wood 
Ridout, Walker 


Valens Cons. Area 
North Shore Blvd. 
Spencer Ck. at Marsh 
Bronte Ck. Prov. Park 
Inverness Ave. W. 

Bull's Lane 


S of U.M. Ildber Moore 

Wormington, Smith, Wylie 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
Robert Finlayson 
Alan Wormington 


Bronte Ck. Prov. Park 
WestdaleIPark 
Hamilton Cemetery 
Westdale Park 
Shoreacres Creek 
Burloak Woods, d rente 
Woodland Cemetery 
Hagersville 
Woodland Cemetery 
Greensville; Sulphur Sprgs. Jennings; Walker 


Robert Stamp 
Alan Wormington 
Alan Wormington 
Alfred Epp 
Alan W'ormingtcn 
Alfred Epp 
Huber Moore 
Mark Jennings 
Alan Wormington 
Bob Westmore 
Alfred Epp 


6 

6 

1 

3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

4 

1 


Bronte Woods 
Hidden Valley 
Guelph Line 
Burloak Woods 
dinbroek 
Binbrook 
Beverly; Dundas 
Shoreacres 
Hilton Falls 
Optimists Park 


Mark Jennings 
Huber Moore 
Huber Moore 
Mark Jennings 
Bob Westmore 
Bob Westmore 
Wormington, Wylie 
Huber Moore 


Barry Cherriere 
orente Mark Jennings 
Cone. 5, -oeverly George & Laurel North 

Dundas Marsh; Red Hill Ridout; McLaughlin 


Please send your records on or before August 10th to George W. North 
S57 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or;phone 634-5463 
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There's a haxvk that lives in the valley 
I V7atch him every day 
He soars above the tree tops 
Looking for his prey. 

Sometimes I wish that I too, 

Could fly as expertly as he. 

When the sun shines bright 
on his broad red tail 
I am in ecstasy. 

We fly into the sky beyond 
And, for a moment I am free. 

Forgotten are my household chores 
and stark reality 

The seasons change and wintry blasts 
Cover the land with snow, 

Where then my friend do you go and hide. 

And try to find food to survive. 

I know that you're not far away 
For I saw the signs one day, 

After a night of wind and sleet 
The snow was red beneath my feet, 

I've tried to find his nesting place 
but never do succeed, 

I tread back to my apartment 
and leavA him in the trees. 

Joan Peters. 

************* 

* 

FO UR "FIRST TIME" SIGHTING S IN ON TARIO IN 1975 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper - Calldris acuminata - in Dundas Marsh in Nov.-Dec. First 
for Ontario and first in Canada east of B.C.. Reported in the January 'Wood'Duck'. 

Phainopepla - Phainopepla niten s - turned up Dec. 26th on Christmas Bird Count in 
West Elgin Co., s.w. of Wallacetown. Stayed around until Jan. 21st. Photograpbec 
by numerous people. Seemed to be eating rotten apples still hanging on the trees 
in an old orchard, New record for Canaca as well as Ontario. 

Scott's Oriole - Icterus parisorum - turned up and was photographed at Silver Isle 
at the end of the Sibley Peninsula, Thunder Bay district on Nov. 9, 1975. Photo¬ 
graphed by Arne Maki of Thunder Bay. New record for Canada as well as Ontario. 

Audubon's Sheerwater - Puff inus Ihermlnleri - at Almonte, Lanark Co. on Sept. 8, 
1975, Stuart and Verna McGiffen found it on their lawn. New Canadian record, 

(from THE NATURALIST, publication of Durham Region Field Naturalists, Volume 22, 
Number 3, March f976.) 
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